
 

 

 

 

President of Georgia, Mikheil Saakashvili 

Administration of the President of Georgia 
1 M. Abdushelishvili Street, Tbilisi, Georgia 0103 
info@president.gov.ge 
  
9 September, 2010 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

PEN International, the worldwide organisation for writers, playwrights, translators, editors and 

journalists with 144 centres in 101 countries, through its Writers in Prison Committee, strongly 

protests the recent arrest and sentencing of three members of the Georgian Centre of 

International PEN, following an act of peaceful demonstration.  

 

On 14 August 2010, poets Shota Gagarin, Aleksi Chigvinadze and Irakli Kakabadze were 

peacefully demonstrating  on George W. Bush street of Tbilisi. They demanded that George W. 

Bush Street be renamed Walt Whitman Street, read the poetry of the esteemed American poet 

Walt Whitman, and defaced the street sign. According to numerous reports, including that of the 

Public Defender (Ombudsman) of Georgia, they were arrested, and charged under  Article 173 

of the General Administrative Code of Georgia for "evil resistance to police." The accused were 

held overnight, and reportedly abused verbally and physically. On 15 August 2010 they were 

found guilty in a hearing conducted behind closed doors where they were denied the presence 

of family members and the media. Video evidence showing that they did not resist arrest was 

not deemed admissible by the judge. They were each fined $US250; the usual penalty for 

defacing a sign would be only $30, with no arrest. They have to date received no response from 

the court to their appeal. 
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The poets are well-known activists, often using the tools of civil disobedience to highlight 

their concerns, but they do not resort to violence. Reports that, in previous incidents, police 

have been heavy-handed when arresting such activists, and that trials are often not fair are of 

concern, not only in Georgia, but to the international community of writers. Furthermore, the 

hostile reaction of members of the public has directly caused the loss of work and income, and 

ignited fears for their safety. We are deeply concerned about reports of a climate of impunity. 

 

PEN International calls upon the Georgian government to ensure that the three poets 

Shura Gagarin, Aleksi Chigvinadze and Irakli Kakabadze are given a fair hearing, and that there 

is no future harassment of writers for the peaceful expression of their ideas. We further believe it 

is imperative that the Georgian authorities make it clear that all threats to citizens will not be 

tolerated, and will be subject to prosecution, and furthermore, that the rules of law be upheld in 

the courts. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Eugene Schoulgin 

International Secretary 

 

 

 

 
 

Marian Botsford Fraser 

International Chair 

           Writers in Prison Committee 

 

 

  

 

 

Copied to:  

Mr. Zurab Adeishvili, Prosecutor General of Georgia    
Mr.  Giorgi Tugushi, Public Defender of Georgia 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


